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NGC Cert Verification Now 
Available Online 

Posted on 8/1/2003 

We've added an extremely convenient new function for Collectors’ Society 
members with full-featured, paid accounts. 

We've added an extremely convenient new function for Collectors’ Society 
members with full-featured, paid accounts. 

This new function allows users to enter an NGC certification number to verify the 
grade and other details of a coin. In addition, the system will also provide a link to 
the population figures for each coin. 

Just log in to the Collectors’ Society and choose "Cert Number Lookup" from the 
Coins menu. 

You will be prompted to enter an NGC certification number. Please enter the 
number exactly as it appears on the label. 

This new function makes it more convenient than ever to verify the details of a 
coin and find its population. 
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NGC Grading Onsite at Long 
Beach 


Posted on 8/1/2003 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at The Long Beach Show in 
Long Beach, California September 17-19, 2003. In addition to the $100 and $55 
Same Day show services normally offered, NGC will also run a $35 Same Day 
Gold Special. 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at The Long Beach Show in 
Long Beach, California September 17-19, 2003. In addition to the $100 and $55 
Same Day show services normally offered, NGC will also run a $35 Same Day 
Gold Special. Please read below for complete details: 

• $100 Same Day Special: 

$100 per coin for all coins over $1,500 in value 

• $55 Same Day Special: 

$55 per coin for all coins valued at $1,500 or less 

• $35 Same Day Gold Show Special: 

$35 per coin for all Gold coins valued at $1,000 or less; 5-coin minimum 

On Tuesday, September 16, submissions for $100, $55 and Gold Same Day 
services will be accepted at the Hyatt from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. for Lot 1 on 
Wednesday, September 17. Please contact Customer Service for specific 
location. 

Wednesday, Sept. 17th, submissions will be accepted prior to setup from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the Hyatt. In addition, submissions for Same Day services will be 
accepted during regular show hours on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 
September 17-19. 

Coins for $100 and $55 Same Day service submitted prior to daily cut-off times 



will be returned before the close of the show each day. Coins for the Gold service 
will be returned no later than the close of the show on Friday, Sept. 19th. 

Please check with NGC show representatives for daily cut-off times. 
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The NGC Modern Tier: Making Dollars and Sense for You 

NGC has long been a service dedicated to those who collect and 
trade modern U.S. coins. This month we wanted to alert you to some 
positive changes that we think will make your submission experience 
with NGC an even greater one. 

Read this article... 


The Peace Dollars of 1926 

While not as popular as Morgan dollars, the Peace dollars series is 
still widely studied and collected, and previously unnoticed minor 
varieties are turning up all the time. 

Read this article... 


NGC Cert Verification Now Available Online 

We've added an extremely convenient new function for Collectors’ 
Society members with full-featured, paid accounts. 
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NGC Grading Onsite at Long Beach 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at The Long Beach 
Show in Long Beach, California September 17-19, 2003. In addition 
to the $100 and $55 Same Day show services normally offered, NGC 
will also run a $35 Same Day Gold Special. 

Read this article... 


VarietyPlus Fee Increase 

One of the valued features that sets NGC apart from its competition is 
our highly accurate variety attribution service. Introduced in 1997, 
VarietyPlus has undergone no price increases since that time. But the 
growing popularity of this service is requiring more handling at our 
end, so a small increase in fee is inevitable. 

Read this article... 
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The NGC Modern Tier: Making 
Dollars and Sense for You 

Posted on 8/1/2003 

NGC has long been a service dedicated to those who collect and trade modern 
U.S. coins. This month we wanted to alert you to some positive changes that we 
think will make your submission experience with NGC an even greater one. 

NGC has long been a service dedicated to those who collect and trade modern 
U.S. coins. This month we wanted to alert you to some positive changes that we 
think will make your submission experience with NGC an even greater one. 

As of mid-August, NGC is announcing the following improvements to our U.S. 
Modern Tier service: 

• Quicker turnaround times. NGC will now process your U.S. modern coins 
in 10-12 business days, greatly accelerating the speed of service from the 
prior, stated 21-day turnaround time. 

• NGC is removing the value limitations for all U.S. Modern issues. This 
will allow the inclusion of all gold and platinum U.S. Eagles into the 
submission without the worry of having to break up the package or separate 
your sets. This removal of the value ceiling will also allow the submission of 
those tougher modern commemoratives, as well as some of the classic 
rarities that are found from 1955 to date. 

NGC is also happy to announce that there will be NO fee change with these 
enhancements. Because of NGC’s efficiencies, you will be able to reap the 
rewards of submitting your modern coins to the world’s leading coin certification 
company while having your coins graded and housed in the most advanced, 
state-of-the art holder in the industry. Please note that there is still a 5-coin 
minimum submission requirement for Modern service. 

NGC recognizes the need for quickened service for U.S. modern coins and invites 



all of those collectors and dealers who enjoy this genre of coinage to take 
advantage of this greatly improved service line. 

For submission information regarding the U.S. Modern tier or any other service 
line offered by NGC, please visit our Web site at www.ngccoin.com or contact our 
Customer Service department at 1-800-642-2646. 
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The Peace Dollars of 1926 


Posted on 8/1/2003 


While not as popular as Morgan dollars, the Peace dollars series is still widely 
studied and collected, and previously unnoticed minor varieties are turning up all 
the time. 

While not as popular as Morgan dollars, the Peace dollars series is still widely 
studied and collected, and previously unnoticed minor varieties are turning up all 
the time. In fact, when searching for doubled dies, re-punched mintmarks and the 
like, collectors often fail to notice far more prominent features that distinguish one 
coin from another. Therein lies our tale for this month. 

Take any unworn Peace dollar dated 1926, regardless of mint, and hold its 
obverse up to a light. As you lower the angle of the light to the coin so that 
shadows are just starting to form on its relief elements, you should see something 
amazing. The motto IN GOD WE TRUST typically is in very shallow relief on coins 
of this type, and the dollars dated 1926 are true to form, the letters barely catching 
the light that skirts across them. Surprisingly, however, the single word GOD 
stands out prominently. It is in distinctly higher relief than all the other words of the 
motto, and the difference is too great for it to be a matter of mere chance. 
Someone at the Philadelphia Mint clearly and deliberately reinforced the three 
letters of that one word on the obverse master die for 1926. But why? 

(At this point let me interject that what follows is not intended to be a sermon. I’m 
approaching this subject from a purely numismatic standpoint, though I suspect 
that the person responsible for this phenomenon likely did act on some religious 
conviction.) 


n 


The raised word GOD on 1926 silver dollars is unique to that date and 





denomination. By virtue of its being on the master die for that year, it appears on 
the dollars on all three mints. The low-relief Peace dollars coined from 1922 
through 1928 typically have very shallow legends and mottoes (the 1934-35 coins 
utilized a new and sharper obverse hub). The sole exceptions are the 1924 silver 
dollars, the master die for this date having been strengthened in the motto IN 
GOD WE TRUST. While this is clearly observable on the coins, the fact that all of 
the words were reinforced suggests that it was done simply as an attempt to 
improve the coin’s striking quality and is quite a different story from the 1926 
dollars. In that latter year, only the word GOD has been touched up by hand in an 
evident attempt to send a subtle message to the viewer. The question remains, 
why? 

During the previous summer the nation followed closely a criminal trial that took 
place in the small town of Dayton, Tennessee. John T. Scopes, a public high 
school teacher, had volunteered to challenge that state’s recently enacted law that 
forbade the teaching of Darwinian evolution. Acting on behalf of civil liberties 
advocates, he deliberately began teaching his students Darwin’s theories to 
prompt the authorities into arresting him. At that he was successful, and the press 
converged on the town of Dayton to follow his historic trial. 

While Scopes ultimately was convicted, receiving a moderate fine, the real drama 
of the trial centered on a heated debate between William Jennings Bryan, 
testifying for the prosecution, and Clarence Darrow, serving as Scopes’ attorney. 
Their conflict, in which most journalists concluded that Darrow humiliated Bryan, 
was later turned into a book, a play and a movie titled “Inherit the Wind.” 

I suggest that someone in the Engraving Department at the Philadelphia Mint, 
where all dies were prepared, voted with his graver by emphasizing the word 
GOD on the coin where this motto appears in the largest letters, the silver dollar. 
The master dies for the 1926 coinage would have been under preparation during 
the last quarter of 1925, at which time the Scopes Trial was still very much in the 
news. Since all 1926 dollars have this curious feature, there is no rarity attached 
to it, but it does make for some interesting speculation. 

David W. Lange's column USA Coin Album appears monthly in Numismatist, the 
official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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VarietyPlus Fee Increase 


Posted on 8/1/2003 


One of the valued features that sets NGC apart from its competition is our highly 
accurate variety attribution service. Introduced in 1997, VarietyPlus has 
undergone no price increases since that time. But the growing popularity of this 
service is requiring more handling at our end, so a small increase in fee is 
inevitable. 


One of the valued features that sets NGC apart from its competition is our highly 
accurate variety attribution service. Introduced in 1997, VarietyPlus has 
undergone no price increases since that time. But the growing popularity of this 
service is requiring more handling at our end, so a small increase in fee is 
inevitable. 


Effective September 1,2003 the fee for receiving a variety attribution is being 
raised from $5 to $7. This applies to coins submitted raw to NGC and to all 
Crossover submissions. For coins already certified by NGC, variety attributions 
may be added under our Designation Review service. The fee for this service 
remains unchanged at $10, which includes the cost of reholdering your coin. 

NGC does not attribute all varieties, but our VarietyPlus service does include a 
broad range of widely recognized variety reference books. For a complete 
explanation of NGC’s VarietyPlus program, as well as a listing of covered 
varieties, please see our online publication A Guide to Understanding and Using 
NGC’s VarietyPlus Service. 
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